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Oregon Dunes Image Bank
An ecosystem at Risk

A changing Environment 



One of  these images of  the Oregon Dunes represents a threat to the survival of  the ecosystem. 
Which image would you choose and why?

OREGON DUNES : AN ECOSYSTEM AT RISK

Created by Lorraine Chaffer 2020



‘We must plant the sea and herd its animals, using the sea as 
ECOSYSTEMS at RISK

‘Our hike through the Oregon Dunes was a lesson in how man can screw up nature, wrecking perfectly 
functioning ecosystems, probably beyond repair.’

Judy Nichols - Hiking the Oregon Dunes: A lesson in ecosystem destruction (2019) 

‘There are few places where humanity’s hand is as evident as it is on the dunes ecosystem. We have a 
responsibility to preserve what is left and restore what we can so the amazing natural processes and 

unique plants and wildlife of  the dunes can thrive there once more’. 

Restoring Oregon Dunes        
Chandra LeGue, Oregon Dunes Restoration Collaborative 
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https://www.newamericannomads.com/blog/hiking-the-oregon-dunes-a-lesson-in-ecosystem-destruction/
https://www.saveoregondunes.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Dunes-Restoration-Strategy.pdf


Watch this short video clip for a ‘big picture’ summary of  change over time 
to the Oregon Dunes and attempts to protect this unique ecosystem.

AN INTRODUCTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVx2dNTjywA&feature=emb_logo


Where is Oregon?

What features of  the 
Oregon Coast suit dune 
development? 



Spatial Patterns

Source: 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2016/
11/17/an-oregon-coast-getaway-waves-
gems-and-plenty-of-charm/
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https://www.mercurynews.com/2016/11/17/an-oregon-coast-getaway-waves-gems-and-plenty-of-charm/


Visit Oregon Dunes on Google Earth : A section of  Orgon Dunes National Recreation Area  





DESCRIBE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OREGON DUNES ECOSYSTEM



Can you explain the features of  the Oregon Dunes in this illustration?



























Legend

In an EMERGENCY, dial 911

During Earthquakes...

If outdoors, STAY OUTDOORS. Avoid 
buildings, lights and power lines.

Aft er an Earthquake a TSUNAMI is possible

Before and during a Tsunami...

Immediately MOVE INLAND to HIGHER GROUND 
and stay there. STAY AWAY FROM THE BEACH!

Never go down to the beach to watch a tsunami come 
in. If you can see the wave you are too close. If the water 
moves AWAY from the shoreline, move inland to higher 
ground immediately!

Further information regarding tsunami safety, evacuation, 
safe relocation and the tsunami ready program is 
available at www.tsunami.gov.  For emergency planning 
information and how to put together an emergency 
kit and other preparedness initiatives to be ready for 
disasters, visit www.ready.gov.

Tour Guides
Under Forest Service Permit

Guided Vehicle Tours
• Sandland Adventures
• Sand Dunes Frontier
• Spinreel Rentals

DUNE USE 
and 

MANAGEMENT





CREATE CAPTIONS 
FOR EACH OF THE 

FOLLOWING 
PHOTOGRAPHS


















